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Shawl making in
Kashmir multi-crore
industry: Dr
Monisha
Delivers lecture at CUK

Business Studies and Head Department of
Tourism, Prof. S Fayyaz, Adjunct faculty, Dr.
Saleem Beg, former Vice-Chancellor, Islamic
University of Science and Technology, Prof.
Siddique Wahid, Deans of Schools, Heads,
Coordinators

and

students

of

different

departments

and

students

from

Craft

Development Institute (CDI) were also present
during

the

lecture.

By: KNS | Srinagar, Publish Date: Saturday, November 25, 2017

She said, from the warm undercoat of pashmina
goats to the shelves of high fashion stores in
India and outside, the Kashmir shawl is a highly
valued luxury item. “Part of the appeal lies in the
mystery and romance surrounding its origin and
its association with remote nomadic populations
and

other

part

lies

with

the

exquisite

workmanship of craftsmen in Kashmir and their
ability to take the skills of embroidery and
Srinagar, Nov 25 (KNS): Noted independent

weaving

researcher, Dr. Monisha Ahmed Saturday said

Monisha

the shawl industry in Kashmir spans a multi-crore

During her detailed presentation, she deliberated

industry with many people contributing to the

upon the production of pashmina amongst the

process and production.

nomadic pastoralists of Ladakh and western

to

such

remarkable

heights,”

Dr.

added.

Tibet, and its trade from these areas to Kashmir.
“Beginning sometime in the fourteenth century or

Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar said the word

earlier, this industry has continued to foster skill

Pashmina itself gives us a feeling of beauty. He

in craftsmanship, reviving techniques that were

said the lecture gave a detailed insight about the

disappearing and transforming itself as a fabric

extraction of Pashmina from the goats in Ladakh

relevant to today’s context and time,” Dr.

and its subsequent weaving and designing done

Monisha said while delivering an extension

by the dexterous hands of skilled workers in

lecture “The Kashmir shawl-nomadic livelihoods,

Kashmir.

trade and craftsmanship,” organised by the

He said the lecture turned the audience nostalgic

Department of Tourism Studies at Nowgam-I

as the older women folk (grandmothers) in

academic block of the varsity.

Kashmir used to spin Pashmina on traditional

According to the statement issued to KNS,

spinning wheels and used to earn living for the

Registrar, Prof. M Afzal Zargar, Dean School of

families within the four walls of their homes.
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He

said

the

government

should

take

Prof. Fayyaz said Pashmina has its own rich

necessary measures to protect the craft of

cultural

shawl weaving and help artisans in keeping

represents the Kashmir in the world. Assistant

the

Professor, Department of tourism Studies, Ashiq

craft

Adjunct

faculty

Studies,

and

alive

in

Department
Convener

Valley.
of

Tourism

INTACH

and

Hussain

geographical

Najar

history

conducted

the

and

it

programme

(J&K

proceedings and proposed the vote of thanks.

Chapter), Dr. Saleem Beg while addressing

Meanwhile, affiliated with the University of

the gathering said that even though a lot has

Giessen, Germany and currently working as a

been talked and discussed about the Kashmiri

fulltime Professor at Drzavni University Novi

handicrafts, but hardly any research has been

Pazar,

conducted in exploring various dimensions of

delivered a special lecture on “Characterization

Kashmir, in terms of its art, culture and in

of Compact Operators on Spaces of Strongly

terms of Pashmina, which has given identity to

Summable and Bounded Sequences” in the

Kashmir. “Outside India, Pashmina is known

Department of Mathematics, Central University

as Kashmir as it has become synonymous

of Kashmir (CUK), Nowgam academic block- III,

with Kashmir,” he added. He said that

here Saturday.

Serbia,

Prof.

Eberhard

Malkowsky

“Kashmir has failed to produce a single art
and textile historian in the present generation

Prof.

or even in the preceding generation.” Dr. Beg

numerical lecture on Compact and Bounded

also introduced Dr. Monisha Ahmed and said

Sequence of metrics through his Power Point

that she is an anthropologist, textile historian

Presentation. He also showed numerically matrix

and a social entrepreneur who did a path

transformation to the students and answered to

breaking research in Ladakh on Pashmina.

the questions of the faculty and students.

Dr. Beg said Dr. Monisha has also coauthored

Registrar, Prof. M. Afzal Zargar said that

a book on Pashmina wherein she traced its

research has moved a long way and todays

history from nomads to livelihoods, arts and

learning is based on it. He said the university is

crafts and aspect of its marketing. Dean

trying level best to be a good research centre.

School

Earlier, adjunct faculty member, Prof. M.A Sofi

of

Business

Studies

and

Head

Eberhard

Prof.

Malkowsky

in-depth

Department of Tourism, Prof. S Fayyaz while

introduced

speaking on the occasion said that Kashmir is

academic life and the theme of the lecture.

popular for many things, especially handicrafts

Programme proceedings were conducted by

and among those crafts, Kashmiri shawls,

Dean School of Physical and Chemical Science,

particularly Pashmina, is famous across the

Prof. Wali Muhammad Shah while as vote of

world.

thanks

Describing Pashmina as an important heritage

Department of Mathematic, Prof. Dr. Altaf

of Kashmir, he said Dr. Monisha Ahmed has

Hussain Shah. (KNS).

was

Eberhard

gave

proposed

Malkowsky,

by

his

Coordinator

done an exemplary research work on it.
Source: www.knskashmir.com
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Post-fire restoration of Khanqah Shah Hamdan
Damage assessment, removal of salvage material, and reconstruction of
Spire

The restoration work on the Spire of Khahqah Shah Hamdan, gutted in recent fire incident, has
been started at the site under the supervision of INTACH, Kashmir Chapter. After technical
examination by the experts at site – which includes assessment of damage caused by fire, and
removal of salvage material in presence of experts from INTACH, the reconstruction of Spire has
been executed. The work is being closely monitored by INTACH, keeping in view its fragile nature,
to ensure the efficacy of work done in terms retaining the original architectural features.

“The behavior of material system was assessed and possible interventions for long term efficacy were
proposed as per the systematic approach:
-

The historic character will be retained and preserved.

-

The replacement of intact and repairable material will be avoided.

-

There will be no alteration in features spatial relationship.

-

Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced.

-

Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by the documentary and physical evidence”
Umar Farooq
Architect, INTACH

To maintain the records of works execution, the chapter, as its routine part of conservation work
process, started the phase-wise photo as well video documentation of the site.
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Jamia Masjid Srinagar

Pictures: Ongoing restoration work at Khanqah Shah Hamdan
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Pictures: Ongoing restoration work at Khanqah Shah Hamdan
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Crafts of Kashmir: absence of professional
support

M Saleem Beg
Finance Minister Mr. Haseeb Drabu, in a speech last week in Srinagar lamented over the
absence of an institution in the State that can impart post grad degree in handicrafts of
Kashmir. There is some positivity in this reference and a concern that needs to be welcomed.
However, the good news is that the Craft Development Institute (CDI) has already been set up
in Srinagar as an autonomous organization jointly by J&K Government and the Government of
India. Initial funding and a suitable structure within the Srinagar city was provided by the
Central Government in 2004. The expressed aim and purpose of the institute is to transform
the craft sector though education, innovation and integrated development. The Executive
committee headed by the State Principal Secretary Industries was encouraged by GOI to
source a good Director and finally a highly competent design professional, a pass out of
National Institute of Design, Ahmadabad was appointed to head the institute. Due to his
untiring efforts, this institute made a space and name for itself in the craft professional
fraternity in the country. For a while it seemed that Kashmir craft is now in for some basic
course correction. One of the achievements of the institute was GI (geographic Indication)
granted to Kashmir Pashmina, some kind of a patent and recognition.
Unfortunately the State lost focus and interest in this institute and allowed it to drift. It is
headless now from few years. Last Director left as an unhappy person. He had a vision to
make it an institute of excellence in the whole country and for some time we all believed that
this is in the realm of possibilities. This did not happen due to lack of understanding in the
government and that is where Drabu saheb’s statement gives some hope.
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Some time back I had an occasion to meet the fresh batch of bright and bubbling
youngsters undergoing Masters in Craft Management and Entrepreneurship while I was
invited to deliver a lecture on Pashmina. It was a pleasure seeing a group of boys and
girls aspiring to be craft professionals looking at crafts with passion and fervor. They are
desperately looking for some visionary leadership conducive to benefit the students
academically.
The Institute became part of the Kashmir University academic system and the degrees
are duly recognized though the University. The brochure for 2017 has laudatory
messages from VC, Dean Academics, and Dean Social Sciences. I only hope that the
J&K Finance Minister will now follow up his concern and encourage the respective
agencies to first, find a full time Director, as eminent and professionally as qualified as the
last one, if not better. The last Director is now a senior faculty in one of the best
universities of the arts, perhaps one of the best globally. His services should be used in
locating a national level design professional of proven abilities to head the Institute. Artists
are passionate about exciting work and we will surely find a suitable one. As rightly
pointed out by the Finance Minister, we need professional support for the crafts. This
resolve should now be translated in some tangible action.
We have seen demise of many a fine set ups and arrangements. We cannot afford to lose
this one!
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One-day session on “Teaching and Research in
Social Sciences” held at Kashmir University

Srinagar 6th December 2017

A one day session on “Teaching and Research in Social Sciences” was organized by
University of Kashmir. Convener, INTACH J&K was invited to deliver a keynote address at the
session.

He spoke about the critical need for introspection by the scholarship on lack of

research and insights into socio- economic aspects, the depletion of capital generating modes
of production in traditional sectors and professional treatment of history. Convener stressed
upon the need to take concrete steps while giving the examples about failed attempts to bring
these issues on the table.

Throughout the entire session, candid speeches were given, and interventions proposed by the
panelist and researchers.

The session was concluded on the deliberations upon changes needed and challenges ahead.
The renewed interest in the faculty and research faculty gives hope for a better treatment of
these areas of research.
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He said such initiatives would go a long way in

Drabu, Tassaduq visit JK
heritage pavilion in Delhi

rediscovering J&K’s traditional linkages and

Published at December 15, 2017

showcase our treasured heritage and ICOMOS

‘We have to take advantage of all credible
forums to rediscover our historical linkages’

is

promoting heritage tourism in the state. “We
shall have to take advantage of all the forums to
one

such

credible

forum,”

he

said.

Pertinently, Dr Drabu had earlier unveiled the
J&K pavilion at the event on 12 December
2017. J&K’s distinct pluralistic heritage and
culture

was

displayed

through

artefacts,

pictures and models at the exhibition.
Documentary films on SPS Museum, Dogra Art
Museum, Mubark Mandi Heritage Complex and
Cultural Tourism Potential of J&K were also
shown

during

the

3-day

exhibition.

Minister for Finance, Dr Haseeb Drabu and

Other Departments from J&K, who participated

Tassaduq

in this international event include Tourism and

Mufti,

Coordinator,

J&K

Chief

Minister’s Grievance today visited the Heritage

Handlooms and Handicrafts.

Exhibition organized by the Department of

Director Archives, Archaeology & Museums, M

Archeology, Archives & Museums, J&K Govt

S Zahid briefed the Finance Minister about

on the sidelines of the 19th General Assembly

various activities undertaken by the Department

of ICOMOS at India Habitat Centre, Lodhi

during

Road here.
It

is

the

international

event.

He said the Department also participated in the

for

the

first

time

that

scientific symposium on the themes ‘Heritage

ICOMOS

(International Council of Monuments and Sites)

as

General Assembly is being held in India. The

Benefiting’,‘Heritage as Victim’, ‘Heritage and

objective of the event was to provide an

Democracy’

opportunity

Vernacular Heritage’ organized on the sidelines

to

promote

international

Peace

Builder’,
and

‘Tying

‘Documenting

and
India’s

cooperation for creating a robust ecosystem

of the event.

for heritage conservation. Dr Drabu visited

Earlier, Mr Tassaduq Mufti, Coordinator, J&K

various stalls established by the Department of

Chief Minister’s Grievance Cell also visited the

Archeology,

exhibition and appreciated the efforts of the

Archives

&

Museums

and

expressed satisfaction over showcasing of the

Department

heritage and archaeological treasure of the

Museums for projecting the State’s rich heritage

state

at the international fora.

at

the

international

level

through

of

Archeology,

Archives

&

ICOMOS.
Source: http://www.jkinfonews.com
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Education (FRDE) at Sher-e-Kashmir

A Kashmir shawl
could’ve been worth
Rs 9 cr: Drabu

International Convention Centre (SKICC)
in Srinagar, Drabu said the amount when
compared to the gold prices at the time was
equivalent to Rs 9 crore today.

Published at December 08, 2017
‘Teaching entrepreneurship to Kashmiris like
selling snow to Eskimos’

“And

what

are

we

selling

the

Kashmiri

Pashmina shawl today for is Rs 1 lakh,” he
said. “We haven’t valued our artisans and

Faisul Yaseen (Rising Kashmir)

devalued

our

crafts

in

the

process.”

Srinagar, Dec 07:

Drabu said giving entrepreneurship lessons to

Minister for Finance, Haseeb Ahmad Drabu

Kashmiri youth was like selling snow to

Thursday said Kashmir shawl’s worth today

Eskimos.

could have been Rs 9 crore when compared

Appealing youth to play a part in building peace

with gold prices and the price it was sold at in

in the region, he said the day Kashmir

1804 to Empress Josephine de Beauharnais of

witnesses complete peace, “tourists will start

France.

coming out your ears”.

Josephine

was

the

first

shawl-loving

trendsetter in Europe, who received her first

He also urged them to play a part in making

every Pashmina shawl from Kashmir as a gift

Jammu Kashmir the knowledge economy.

from

He

her

husband

Napoleon

Bonaparte.

said

entrepreneurs

have

a

dignified

Napolean had found the shawl in Egypt where

existence and if the 7.40 lakh enterprises

his forces were stationed from 1798 until 1801.

functioning in Jammu Kashmir, which provide
livelihood to 16 lakh people, could only employ

The Pashmina shawl had reached Egypt after
travelling from the princely state of Kashmir
through Iran before Napoleon discovered it.

two more people each, unemployment would
not only end from the State but it would have a
shortfall of workers too.

The moment Napolean had seen the Kashmir
shawl, he had known that this was a perfect

Source: http://www.risingkashmir.com

gift for his beloved wife.
After two or three years, her growing passion
for shawls resulted in her spending over
20,000 gold francs for a single Kashmiri shawl.
Addressing the ‘Ideas Summit 2017’ organized
by Foundation for Research, Development and
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