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Restoration of springs around
Manasbal Lake

Photo: Ongoing restoration of spring around Manasbal Lake, Ganderbal (INTACH 2018).

As part of its natural heritage conservation
program,

INTACH Kashmir

takes up

restoration of springs around Manasbal
Lake as a pilot. In the initial phase of
restoration drive, 50 springs were restored
around the lake.
The life line of any community is water. In
Kashmir, nature has bestowed with a rich
resource of water in the form of lakes,
rivers and above all springs. These
springs were a perennial water source for
local communities. Unfortunately most and
a large number of these springs are facing
extinction due to neglect which results
water shortages in villages and at some
places we have water refugees or climate
migrants. The springs are critical part of
our survival and needs to be preserved.
Keeping

in

view

the

importance

of

preservation of these natural resources
which

is

our

natural

heritage

also,

INTACH Kashmir initiated a drive to
restore the springs. A local NGO from
district
Foundation

Ganderbal, Heeling
is

involved

to
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the springs around Manasbal lake which are on the verge of extinction.
There was an overwhelming response from the local inhabitants during the
restoration process.
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INTACH Jammu celebrates Vanmohatsav festival,
plants Chinar saplings
INTACH Jammu Chapter, in collaboration
with

Floriculture

Department,

Jammu

Municipal Corporation and local residents
celebrated “VANMAHOTSAV” on 11th July
2018. The festival was celebrated with
plantation of Chinar saplings in some local
parks of Gandhi Nagar Jammu.

Mrs.

Babila

Rakwal

KAS,

Director

Floriculture Department, Jammu was the
chief guest. While speaking about the
importance

of

afforestation,

she

emphasized upon the need to organize
such plantation drives more to create
awareness

among

people.

She

appreciated the efforts of INTACH Jammu
Chapter for organizing heritage awareness
programs.

Speaking

at

the

occasion,

Convener

INTACH Jammu Chapter, S.M. Sahni,
highlighted the role playing by INTACH
towards preservation of heritage within the
State of J&K. He

appreciated the local

residents for maintaining the park, keeping
it clean and green with traditional plants
like JiyaPotta, Sita Ashok, Mehndi, Ficus,
Ashok tree, Nerium, China Rose, Jasmine,
Basil (Tulsi) etc.

Shri Ashok Gupta, Former Jt. Director
Floriculture, Dr. Rabia Khan AFO Gandhi
Nagar, Shri KuldeepWahi, Co- Convener,
Jammu

Chapter,

S.S.

Rissam-

Event

Coordinator, Ms. Shilpy Mehta - Member
and prominent residents of the area Sh.
Saleem Chowdhary (Retd.) Mr. S.P.Vaid ,
Sh. Sudhakar Khajuria, Shri Prem Sharma,
and Shri Lal Man Khajuria president
GRWA,

Mr.

Prithvi

raj

Vaid

also

participated in the plantation drive.
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Loss of living heritage: Depleting Chinar trees in Kashmir
In the back of Greater Kashmir report, July 4 2018, about six Chinars uprooted in Shalimar due to strong winds
M Saleem Beg
(Convener INTACH J&K)

Kashmir, throughout its history from ancient times to
the present, has survived as a morphology which is
mainly attributed to the exemplary resilience of its
people as much as to its natural heritage. Chinar,
(boonyn, Platanus Orientalis), has been an essential
and perhaps the most prominent element of this
natural heritage. While in-depth research and
understanding about

this

heritage will surely

give us a better and more informed insight into the
history of this magnificent tree, M S Wadoo, an
eminent local forest officer in his book, ‘The trees
of our heritage’(2007) has attempted to provide some leads. He attributes the significance and sacredness of Chinar to the
Buddhist past of Kashmir and I quote ‘The Buddhi tree

(Booyn), planted in

prayer centers,

was

worshipped

and its trunk engraved with the figure of Mahatma Buddha in the same manner as the Buddhist Tree (Ficus Religiosa Linn
of Bodhgaya – Bihar). Sir Aurel Stein, a great and perceptive Kashmir lover, mentions about the island at the confluence of
Jehlum and Sindh near Shadipora, “On this island stands an old tree of Booen, which to pious Kashmirians represents the
far famed – Ficus Religiosa Linn tree of real paryaga. This place is an object of real pilgrimages of particular parvans,
throughout the year”. Booyn, during the Hindu rule was also granted the status of a holy tree and worshipped as Goddess
Bhavani. The tree was completely protected neither to be cut lopped chopped, girdled, debarked and nor to be used for any
purpose.
The Mughal rulers, who imagined Kashmir as a paradisiacal and divinely blessed land, planted Chinar trees on important
routes and laid many gardens especially around Dal Lake. Akbar, who conquered Kashmir in 1586 AD, was so enamored
and captivated by Chinar that he laid a garden of Chinars, Bagh-i-Naseem at the banks of Dal Lake. This garden is still
extant with all its grandeur and magnificence. While we have it from Mughal histories that during their rule 700 gardens
were laid in Kashmir, out of these Nishat, Shalimar, Cheshmashahi, Baghi Dara Shikoh, Achabal and verinag are still
surviving, more or less, as authentic Mughal landscapes.
It was Jehangir (R 1605-28 AD) who put forth the concept of Char Chinar (planting of 4 Chinars on 4 corners of a
garden/park in consultation with his consort Noor-Jehan). During the reign of Shah i Jehan (R 1628-58 AD) the process of
raising the tree by the help of epicormic branches growing around the Chinar tree was taken up on a large scale. His son
Prince Dara Shikoh laid a garden at Bijbehara known as ‘Bagh-e-Dara Shikoh’ also called Badshahi Bagh. This garden has
by far the largest number of Chinars in a Mughal garden. Emperor Aurangzeb (R 1658-1707 AD), while expressing sorrow
and regret at the devastating fire incident at Jamia Masjid Srinagar, enquiring about the fate of Chinar trees in the premises,
heaved a sigh of relief and remarked that the mosque could be re-built within a year or two but it would have taken a long
time to return the shade of Chinars. The tree was protected as Royal tree during Dogra rule as well.
Moving beyond history to the present, Department of Floriculture survey released in 2015 places the number of Chinars at
35805 at the last count. These include trees of all ages and size. The census report also mentions that around 5000
Chinars are planted every year. These tallies well with the number given by Wadoo, 17000 mature trees. The historic
gardens all over the world are progressively being looked at as part of a larger cultural landscape and are receiving
enhanced international attention. This attention is manifest in various international charters for preservation of cultural
properties and landscapes. UNESCO has been proactively engaged in the process of preservation of historic gardens and
many such sites have been listed and nominated on the World Heritage Site List (WHS). INTACH, J&K Chapter initiated the
process of bringing focus on these gardens and in the year 2005-06 prepared a report carrying basic documentation of the
built and natural features of the gardens as also their place and significance as historic gardens. Subsequently, on the basis
of a proposal of INTACH (J&K Chapter) and the Deptt of Floriculture, Kashmir gardens were included in the tentative list of
WHS in 2010.
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As has been mentioned above, the authenticity and integrity of these gardens has been impacted due to lack of care,
maintenance and understanding of their character. Chinars are an integral part of this authenticity and their state of
conservation is the most worrisome aspect of authenticity. Jan Haenraets, former head of Scottish Gardens and an eminent
expert on historic landscapes who worked in INTACH J&K for a long time on the garden project has lamented that ‘the
dwindling numbers of Chinars are one of the sad and symptomatic stories of environmental and cultural heritage threats
that exist in Kashmir, and illustrate the present state wide ignorance and apathy towards the values of centuries of traditions
and coexistence of nature and place’.
INTACH report of 2006 places the number of Chinars in Shalimar Bagh at about 100, out of which 52 Chinars were
designated as old and mature, estimating their age to be from 150-400 years. It is this wealth that is gradually being lost.
Greater Kashmir reported in its July 4 2018 reported that six Chinars were uprooted in Shalimar due to strong winds. In
2012 this garden lost four Chinars for the same reason. INTACH, in the year 2016, carried a condition assessment of
Shalimar and reported to the State Government that ‘one of the most serious issues faced by Shalimar is gradual drying of
Chinar trees which has alarmingly caused some of them to collapse. These trees are suffocating because of high
compaction of the soil around almost all of them. This compaction is not allowing air, nutrients and moisture to enter tree
roots thereby causing this destruction.’ Nothing much was done on this call, caution and alarm.
Additionally plant disease and pest infestation has been left untreated for years. Change of ground levels by filling above
the root zone, lack of any meaningful conservation protocol is risking the survival of the trees. The expert opinion based on
treatment given to similarly placed trees comprises of mulching, conserving moisture by deep and infrequent watering,
supporting organic soil growth, eliminating stress in shallow rooted trees, providing nutrients, improving soil structure and
drainage etc. was suggested to the Floriculture.
If only the advice given by INTACH in 2016 was heeded by the concerned, the six Chinars that were lost in July 2018 could
have been saved. Loss of a single tree is loss of a life span of hundreds of years and in these six, we lost about 1500 years
of Chinar life. This loss robs the gardens of their essence, historic character and a unique cultural value. This also takes us
some distance away from reaching the final nomination on UNESCO WHS. It is a bounden duty of the State Agencies and
the civil society at large to address this existential threat to our glorious heritage that has survived the vicissitudes of time
and is now imperiled by our apathy, and above all insensitivity.
The authenticity and integrity of these gardens has been impacted due to various inappropriate interventions over the last
few decades. Today, these gardens, like many other cultural sites, face issues of authenticity and loss of respect for historic
layering vis-a vis change, especially in the later interventions. Similarly there are issue relating to rapid urbanization and
changing settlement profile around these gardens, which mar the historical character of these sites.

The article was first published in Greater Kashmir on 27 th July, 2018
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‘Wular has lost its primary function of flood absorption
basin for Jhelum’
Declared a wetland of international importance by Ramsar Convention in 1990, the lake stands grossly neglected today

Muddasir Ali (Greater Kashmir)
Srinagar, Publish Date: Jul 16 2018

tree

“The

Not so long ago Wular in Bandipore was

Willow

plantation.

considered to be one of the largest

condition of the lake has gone

freshwater lakes in Asia, acting as a

from bad to worse. At some

natural flood reservoir for Jhelum River to

places it looks like a marshy land.

prevent floods in the Valley.

The

project

is crucial

to its

conservation and restoring its lost
Today, the lake is however gasping for

glory,” said the official. Another

survival as years of encroachment and

official

siltation are posing a mortal threat to its
existence.

Notwithstanding

these

challenges, the government continues to
sit over implementation of an ambitious

raised

questions

over

lake, which is presently maintained by

“sincerity” of the government in

Wular

implementing the project.

Conservation

&

Management

Authority (WUCMA), was to be handed
over to the same contractor.

“This project was started on a
high note and lot of pomp and

multi-crore project to dredge the heavily
silted Wular, a key component of lake’s

Accordingly, bids were invited but only

show. We need to ask why has its

massive conservation project, and restore

the Indo-Sino company showed interest,

implementation slowed down first

its lost glory.

ultimately bagging the contract.

and has now been completely
halted,” the official said.

state

But some members of the ministerial

Indo-Sino

panel which had approved the project

Nestled

company to dredge Wular, more than six

expressed reservations over the panel’s

Wular acts as a huge absorption

year after Rs 389 crore project for

recommendations and eventually the

basin

conservation of the lake was approved.

entire project was put on halt.

maintains

In

October

government

The

last

year,

cleared

project

included

the

an

retrieving

the

encroached area of the lake and its
catchment area, water management and
dredging

to

recreate

its

holding

capacity.

take a fresh call on implementation of
the project. “It (the project) has been put
in cold storage,” said the official. The
lake is now dying a slow death owing to
years of neglect by successive regimes.

felling an estimated 21 lakh tress, mostly

Not only has its water holding capacity

willows, inside the lake. The union

fallen due to massive siltation, its area

ministry of environment approved Rs 120

has

crore under the project out of which Rs

encroachment. A study of the lake by

60 crore were released to the state

Wetlands

government. “Of Rs 60 crore almost Rs

original area of the Lake was actually

45 crore were spent on catchment area

217.8 square kilometers, which included

treatment and demarcation of the original

58 square kilometers of associated

area of the lake,” an official said, adding

marshes. The total area was reduced

all the works including dredging of one sq

from 157.74 square kilometers in 1911

km of the lake were undertaken locally.

to 86.71 square kilometers in 2007.

The

however

Overall there was reduction in the lake

decided that entire project should be

area by 45% mainly due to conversion of

carried out in “composite contract” under

parts of the lake for agriculture and

government

for

mountains,

floodwaters
a

balance

and

in

the

hydrographic system of Kashmir.
“We are waiting for the government to

Conservation of the water body requires

previous

between

also

shrunk,

mainly

International

due

found

to

that

The

lake

with

wetlands

also

its

associated

comprises

an

important habitat for migratory
water birds within Central Asian
Flyway

and

supports

rich

biodiversity. It is also a major
fishing resource of the Kashmir
valley.

In

recognition

of

its

immense ecological and socioeconomic importance, the Wular
was designated as a wetland of
international
the

importance

Ramsar

1990.

But

neglected

under

Convention
today

and

it

in

stands

craving

for

attention.

Source: www.greaterkashmir.com
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INTACH Craft Shop

Craft products available:

Publications available:

Hand-embroidered Cushion Covers

Crafts of Kashmir
A monograph on Willow Wicker
Craft practiced in Kashmir
INR 200/-

Hand-embroidered Rugs

Architectural
traditions of Kashmir
A monograph on Naranag
Temples in Kashmir
INR 200/-

INTACH
J& K Chapter
2nd Floor, Government Building, East Block
Press Enclave, Regal Chowk
Srinagar – 190001 (J&K)
Tele Fax: 0194 - 2454951
Website: www.heritageinkashmir.org
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