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Vital Decosterstraat 72 – B-3000 Leuven

PREFACE

15th Fundraising Dinner
20 October 2018
Dear Friends,
Time flies! It’s time again to invite you to the next fundraising dinner. Already number 15 in
a row!
To give you another perspective on our project of the Lost Gardens of Khajuraho, we’ve
scanned it against the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations. We
hope it’ll give you a fresh view!
Last month, an international documentation workshop for young professionals has been
organized in Rajnagar. The original idea was to generate more data on the historical gardens,
but the circumstances (monsoon!!) have compelled us to restrict us to the Fort of Rajnagar. It
was a captivating experience. The second article tells you why.
And we also ask a minute of your time for the new General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), for which we have to be compliant since 25 May…
Looking forward to meet you on our 15th fundraising dinner.
With warmest regards
Geert Robberechts
Convenor INTACH Belgium
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The Lost Gardens and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Geert Robberechts
THREE YEARS AGO, IN SEPTEMBER 2015, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
UNITED NATIONS APPROVED 17 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) :
A VERY AMBITIOUS EXTENSION OF THE SO-CALLED MILLENIUM GOALS. THE AIM
IS TO REALISE BEFORE 2030 A SUBSTANTIAL (AND MONITORED) IMPROVEMENT
FOR EACH OF THESE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SEE ALSO :
WWW.UN.ORG/SUSTAINABLEDEVELOPMENT/SUSTAINABLE-DEVELOPMENTGOALS). AND WE QUESTIONED OURSELVES : WHAT’S THE PLACE OF THE LOST
GARDENS IN THESE SDGS?
A preliminary warning : it would be of no little arrogance if we would pretend that the project
of the Lost Gardens of Khajuraho as something to contribute in each of the 17 goals. But still,
the bigger part of these SDGs is in one way or the other relevant for our project. And that’s
why we give them all 17 in this article (it’s in any case a good rehearsal exercise, because all
SDGs are important for our world!). It remains of course a given fact that our project is very
local, so our story can only find a place in the bigger SDG story from a basic attitude of
“Every little bit helps”.
Since many SDGs are related to one and the same aspect, we’ll sometimes repeat ourselves.
Please excuse us for this.
And finally: this is not a real description of the project, but we hope that the different angles
of the SDGs will give a nice understanding of less obvious aspects of the Lost Gardens of
Khajuraho.
1. No Poverty
To end poverty everywhere and in all its manifestations
The Khajuraho region is very prone to periodical droughts. That’s why the produce of the
land is never secured and can vary dramatically from year to year. In the region, agriculture is
more a survival issue than a guarantee on a “good life”. Although the region has been
(mostly) spared from the suicide epidemic amongst farmers that we find in other regions in
India, the farmer lives on the edge. Our project gives employment to several families with a
fixed monthly salary. For them, this means a secured livelihood.
See also SDG 2.
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2. Zero Hunger
To end hunger, to attain food security and better food, and to promote sustainable
agriculture
Although the Khajuraho region isn’t rich, living predominantly from agriculture and tourism,
there is no grinding poverty with undernourished children or famine. As already mentioned
under SDG 1, the agriculture is a precarious source of income. In our gardens we promote
sustainable, traditional agriculture with the use of local varieties of grains, vegetables and
pulses, because these varieties are better adapted to the local conditions of drought and high
temperatures (sometimes above 40°C) than the commercial varieties. It’s also in this way that
we promote the presence of trees on the farm (so-called agro-forestry).

3. Good Health and Well-being
To secure a good health and to promote well)being for all age groups

In India the government provides basic health care for free. In Khajuraho, the public health
care has a sufficient quality. With greater health issues, the people quickly decide to go to the
district hospital in Chhatarpur, some 50 km away, or one hour by public transport.
The rural charachter of the region also implies that the traditional family life has been
preserved for the bigger part, with several generations of one family living together and taking
care of each other.

4. Quality Education
To ensure equal access to quality education and to promote lifelong learning for all

In our project we regularly organise educational sessions in the Lost Gardens, with a focus on
the local history, the local flora and fauna, and last but not least : the local kitchen. We think
it’s very important that the youth integrates its own culture in the formation of its identity.
But the education situation in the Khajuraho region is far from being bright: there a several
schools (public and private) for primary and lower secundary education, but only a few for
higher secundary. The Indian educational system has 12 classes : class 1 to 8 is the primary
and lower secundary school (age 6 to 13), class 9 and 10 is “high school” (age 14-16) and
class 11-12 “higher secondary” (age 17-18). Hereafter one can start higher studies. In rural
India, most kids attend school until the age of 13/14, but we can see in the Khajuraho region
an outspoken tendency for longer learning. Sadly enough, the only local institute (a branch of
the Industrial Training Institute of Chhatarpur) offers a very limited choice of subjects, and
the level is of basic vocational training. Higher (vocational) studies can be pursued in
Chhatarpur (50 km), Jhansi (175 km) or Bhopal (375 km). One can say : the higher the
ambitions, the farther from home.
In our recommendations of the conference that we’ve organised last December, we have
highlighted the possibility to establish a local campus of higher education as an economic
motor for the region (see also the previous Newsletter).
.
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5. Gender Equality
To reach gender equality and to empower all women and
It’s no secret that gender equality is an important issue for improvement in India. Although it
has become an evidence in larger sections of the population that lives in the cities, the
traditional role models are unimpaired in the rural environment. It is true that all girls go to
school, and it’s also true that the girls often study longer than the boys. It’s even a fact that
they often start to work as a teacher or similar. But too often they quit their job when they
marry to withdraw for a large part from the public life. An encouraging sign is the bigger part
of women in the local political life (this is supported by a federal system of quota).
Our project is of course exposed to this gender unequality, but we experience a lot of
diffidence to interfere too brutely with these traditional rolemodels, that also have an
important dimension of mutual respect between men and women.
At the other hand, the participants of our workshops (see on a recent workshop, the article
elsewhere in this Newsletter) are mostly women.

6. Clean Water and Sanitation
To ensure access and sustainable management of water and sanitation for everyone
On 2 October 2014, India has launched a national “Clean India/Swachh Bharat” program to
ensure that each household will have 24/7 water supply and proper sanitation services. This
ambitious goal should be achieved by 2 October 2019 (150th anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi). As far as the Khajuraho region is concerned, this will not happen. And perhaps there
is no real need : the region has more than enough public water pumps (ground water) and in
the more open rural area, this open space invites to a natural experience of the daily needs…
Of course, this isn’t true for the somewhat more urban sections as the city centers of
Khajuraho and Rajnagar: here, every house has its own sanitary facilities. In any case : there
is a lot of room for improvement, e.g. concerning the sewage system and the treatment of
waste water.
Because the Lost Gardens of Khajuraho also have a dimension of sustainable tourism, there is
need for sanitary facilities for the visitors. Where we have planned these in the upcoming
construction of the visitors’ center in Pateriya ka bagh, it seems impossible in Rani Bagh: this
garden as a whole is taken as a holy place. We are negotiating with the neighbouring local
school to organise this facility.

7. Affordable and Clean Energy
To ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

The 24/7 provision of electricity in the Khajuraho region has improved dramatically in the last
years. It is true that there are still unforeseen electricity cuts (mostly during the monsoon
time), but these situations become every time fewer. In the region however, there is very little
initiative to produce renewable and sustainable energy. Of course this is still due to the fact
that the state monopoly on electricity production has been lifted only some five years ago. But
most probably, also the following situation plays a role : as all farmers in the region, we
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benefit in our gardens of the so-called (very low) agrarian tariff for electricity consumption.
This low cost (we pay less than 20 euro per month per garden) doesn’t incite to make
investments in sustainable energy, like solar panels.

8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
To stimulate a continuous, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all
Through training sessions, we try in our project to stimulate the farmers from the broader
region to go back to a model of sustainable agriculure with traditional crops, because the
produce is more certain than the commercial ones (that wither completely in the recurrent
periods of drought). With the help of INTACH Head Office, we’ve installed a small retail
chain to sell some produce of our gardens in Delhi as organic products (the retail price is of
course higher in the capital!).
But the region needs more than a few of such small scale projects. I want to refer again to the
previous Newsletter, in which a number of propositions have been detailed with reference to
the much needed economic motor (starting from a campus of higher education).

9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
To construct dynamic infrastructure, to stimulate inclusive and sustainable
industrialisation and innovation
Infrastructure is the major problem of the Khajuraho region. The worst crying abuses of the
state of the roads have been repaired in the last five years. And also a new airport, and nice
railway station are present. But with only one flight and some five trains a day, it’s hard to
take this situation as a opening up of the region… Here lies an important task for the
government, something that we’ve highlighted also in the recommendations of the December
Conference (see also previous Newsletter).
There is no industry in the Khajuraho region. The most important economic activities are
agriculture and tourism: both in a very unstable condition, the former through the threats of
drought and through a lack of funds for investments, and the latter through the dependency on
international tourism and the poor opening up of the region. The other economic activities are
restraint to small workshops and shops.
To speak about innovation in such a context makes only sense by introducing the notion of
Jugaad : the typical Indian talent for improvised creative solutions. Jugaad is omnipresent!

10. Reduced Inequalities
To push back inequality in and between countries

We hope that we can give in our project a substantial contribution to the sustainable
development of the Khajuraho situation, to help to ensure a decent place for each member of
the community. But of course, we are only a small player in the bigger picture.

11. Sustainable Cities and Communities
To create inclusive, safe, dynamic and sustainable cities and communities
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Our contribution to this SDG is mostly the promotion of sustainable agricultural models,
based on a sustainable way of life. As such they provide evident choices for a safer, dynamic
and sustainable community life.

12. Responsible Production and Consumption
To ensure sustainable methods of production and consumption

Please refer to SDG 11.

13. Climate Action
To take urgent action to fight climate change and its impact

Our most important contribution probably is our attention for the place of trees in the
agrictultural model. See SDG 15.

14. Life below Water
To conserve oceans, seas, marine sources and use them in a sustainable way

Because our region is on all sides at least 1.200 km away from any ocean or sea, this SDG is
not applicable.

15. Life on Land
To protect, repair and promote the sustainable use of ecosystems on land, to do
sustainable forestry, to fight desertification, to stop and revert land degradation and to
halt the loss of biodiversity
Still in the 18th century, the Khajuraho region was described as a “dense jungle”. Since then
irresponsible forestry (only cutting, no replanting), modern agricultural methods (no trees in
the produce fields) and the advancing urbanization have taken a heavy toll. Our project places
the tree in the center of the traditional agriculture (cf. agro-forestry), but more action is
needed. Slowly, the local administration realizes that the barren land needs a firm action of
afforestation. We tried to initiate some projects in this area, but as far with very little result.
But we don’t give up!

16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
To promote peaceful and inclusive societies in sustainable development, to ensure
access to justice for all and to create efficient, responsible and accessible institutions
on all levels
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Maybe our project can’t contribute much on this SDG, although we believe that a society
based on a sustainable agriculture, will make the right choices to give everyone his/her place
in an inclusive community.

17. Partnerships for the Goals
To strengthen the implementation tools and to revitalise the worldwide partnership for
sustainable development
Through the years, INTACH Belgium has been able to collaborate with many organisations
and people. We also see that some of our insights slowly make their way locally. But our
network is much more developed, and maybe it nears the idea of a worldwide partnershop.
Thus, I want to conclude with a list (in alphabetical order) of the institutions who have been
or still are our partner (please excuse me when I would have forgotten one or the other):
Archaeological Survey of India – Akelei Schriek – Embassy of Belgium in Delhi – Embassy
of India in Brussels – Babbar&Babbar Architects – BNCA Pune – Bundelkhand University
Jhansi – Development Alternatives – Dharatal Inc. – Gandhi Ashram Chhatarpur – Helen
Hamlyn Trust UK – INTACH Head Office (and more specifically: Chairman’s Office,
Chapters Division, Natural Heritage Division, Heritage Education and Communications
Services) – INTACH Khajuraho Chapter – KU Leuven (RLICC) – Madhya Pradesh Tourism
Board – Navdanya – Pajottenlander – Ram Design – School for Planning & Architecture
Delhi – UCLL Leuven – UNESCO Delhi Office.

THE PROTECTION OF YOUR PERSONAL DATA
On last 25 May, the new European GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) became
valid. Compliant to this GDPR, we inform you that we only keep your name, address and
possibly email-address in our records to be able to inform you about our activities via this
Newsletter, and to invite you for our fundraising activities.
A simple phone call, e-mail or letter is at all time sufficient to ask us to erase your data from
our records. Our contact data are on the last page of this Newsletter.
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INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTATION WORKSHOP
RAJNAGAR – FORT & GARDENS
11-15 August 2018
Nishant Upadhyay & Samvida Rai
IN COLLABORATION WITH MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD, INDIAN
NATIONAL TRUST FOR ART AND CULTURAL HERITAGE- BELGIUM CHAPTER AND
DHARATAL (A LOCAL DEVELOPMENT ATELIER), A WORKSHOP WAS ORGANIZED
TH
FROM AUGUST 11
– AUGUST 15TH, 2018, TO DOCUMENT THE FORT OF
RAJNAGAR USING ADVANCED DOCUMENTATION TECHNIQUES IN RAJNAGAR,
INDIA. THE EMBASSY OF KINGDOM OF BELGIUM TO INDIA SUPPORTED THE
WORKSHOP AND MR. STIJN MOLS, DEPUTY TO THE MISSION, INAUGURATED THE
EVENT. AND FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, UTTAR PRADESH TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY (AKTU) WAS THE LOCAL INSTITUTIONAL PARTNER.
Conducted under the guidance of Nishant Upadhyay (Doctoral researcher, RLICC/KU
Leuven), Anjaneya Sharma (Assistant Professor, AKTU), Samvida Rai (Graduate scholar,
RLICC) and Rishabh Sharma (Graduate scholar, Politecnico di Milano), the technical support
was provided by Leica Geosystems by lending three total stations, TS06 and TS11 and
Scanstation P20 and P40. Drone, DJI Phantom 4 was used for introducing drone photography.
Basics of DSLR photography were taught to all the participants by Mr. Himanshu Dhanda
(Faculty, National Institute of Fashion Technology, India and an avid heritage photographer
and film maker of the documentary on the Lost Gardens of Khajuraho).
The area of focus was the Rajnagar
fort. Situated next to Khajuraho,
the UNESCO World Heritage Site
of 9th-12th cy. temples, Rajnagar
was a residential town of the Royal
families of Chhatarpur. Ignored
throughout the colonial and even
post-independence times, Rajnagar
is embedded with early 18th - 19th
century gardens scattered around
the city and a fort in the center
(These gardens are also known as
“The Lost Gardens of Khajuraho”,
a restoration and development
project of INTACH Belgium). As
with most small historical towns in
rural India, Rajnagar is a
combination of heritage, layers of
evolution, and signs of decay.
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The technical aim of the workshop was to introduce geomatics techniques for restoration and
interdisciplinary knowledge for the preservation of historical and architectural heritage.
Main topics of the workshop covered the survey techniques designed for three-dimensional
modeling of historic buildings and the extraction of all metric information useful in
planning reconstruction, restoration, maintenance and conservation of built heritage. Total
Station Survey was introduced along with the processing of the acquired data for the
extraction of plans, sections and the creation of 3D models. Terrestrial close-range
photogrammetric methods were presented focusing on the three-dimensional reconstruction of
the site from images and the production of photogrammetric classics such as orthophotos.
The call for participation of the workshop was met with an overwhelming response,
highlighting the general interest in the subject. 27 participants were shortlisted for this first of
its kind workshop with backgrounds ranging from third year architecture students to working
professionals and architecture school faculties from the conservation field, hailing from
various parts of India. To ensure quality in results, Samvida Rai and Rishabh Sharma gave
constant on-site technical guidance and training to the participants. This mixed batch of
participants and on-site guidance gave impressive results towards the end of this intensive
five-day workshop. Madhya Pradesh tourism board provided the team and the participants
with local accommodation equipped with a conference room and interactive working space,
which was often occupied by the participants till wee hours to finish processing of the data
collected on site.
The overarching goal of the project is to have a strategy for the rehabilitation and reuse of the
Rajanagar fort under the flagship of INTACH Belgium and the Tourism Board of the state of
Madhya Pradesh. This goal is part of the doctoral research of Nishant Upadhyay which
focuses on the role of historical landscape conservation in sustainable development of
Khajuraho Heritage Region (of which Rajnagar is major part of). This workshop served as the
first step in this direction and the result dissemination is intended to raise awareness about the
project within the local community apart from capacity building of the younger generation of
heritage professionals in India. The data acquired during the workshop, the on-site
involvement is also part of the ongoing internship of Samvida Rai under INTACH Belgium.
The fort and the precincts will be taken up by Samvida and Rishabh as their Advanced
Master’s Final Thesis projects in the KULeuven and Politecnico Di Milano. The results of the
thesis (possibly a scenario as heritage hotel) will also be presented to the State Tourism board
for possible implementation.
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In India

Saturday 20 October 2018

Geertruihof (St.-Geertruiabdij) in Leuven

Fifteenth
Fundraising Dinner
for

THE LOST GARDENS OF
KHAJURAHO

INFORMATION
When ?

Saturday 20 October 2018 at 6 p.m. or 8 p.m.

Where ?

Geertruihof, Geertruiabdij 6 in 3000 Leuven

What?

A delicious Indian dinner, 100% vegetarian
Kid’s menu

30 €
15 €

Rerservation:
With joined flyer - By phone : 016/230.830 - By mail : info@intach.be

12

FISCAL ATTESTATIONS FOR DONATIONS TO INTACH BELGIË(*)
(*) For Belgian residents only

Since last year INTACH België can give a fiscal attest for donations to the Lost Gardens of
Khajuraho project, via two ways:
1. VIA THE KING BAUDOUIN FOUNDATION
- Your donation should be at least 40 euro (in total, over one year)
- Your donation is to the account of the King Baudouin Foundation
IBAN : BE10 0000 0000 0404
BIC : BPOTBEB1
Structural message : ***128/2464/00034***
- For every donation, you will receive a letter of thanks from the KBS, and at the
end of the year a fiscal attest of the sum of your donations (if higher than 40 euro)
of the last year.
2. VIA S.O.L. LOMMEL
- Your donation should be at least 40 euro
- Your donation is to the account of S.O.L.Lommel
IBAN : BE11 7350 1646 6948
BIC : KREDBEBB
Message: Verloren Tuinen
- At the end of the year a fiscal attest of the sum of your donations (if higher than 40
euro) of the last year.
The choice is up to you!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
INTACH België vzw
Vital Decosterstraat 72 - B-3000 Leuven
Tel : +32-16-230.830
E-mail: info@lostgardens.com - www.intach.be
Bank account number : 735-0083788-65
IBAN
BE18 7350 0837 8865
BIC
KREDBEBB
Editorial Board:
Kamakshi Rajagopal, Geert Robberechts, Nishant Upadhyay
Structural Sponsors of INTACH Belgium

www.ramdesign.be

www.pajottenlander.be

INTACH Belgium receives the high patronage of Her Excellency Mrs.Gaitri Issar Kumar,
Ambassador of India to Belgium, Luxembourg and the European Union.
Published by Geert Robberechts, Vital Decosterstraat 72 – B-3000 Leuven

