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Van Mahotsav 3.7.2024

INTACH Nagercoil Chapter conducted a mass tree planting drive of
planting 100 traditional tree saplings to commemorate Van Mahotsav 2024 at one
of the oldest schools in Kanyakumari District, Ringaltoube Higher Secondary
School, Mylaudy which was founded as the first English Medium School in the
South Travancore (1806).

More than 300 students attended the meeting which was organised to
impart knowledge about the importance of growing trees. Each tree sapling would
be adopted by 3 students.

Anitha S. Natarajan, Convenor, INTACH Nagercoil Chapter was the Chief
guest. At her speech, she said that in 1950, K.M.Munshi, the then Union Minister
for Agriculture and Food, initiated Van Mahotsav drive to promote forest
conservation and planting trees. It would be observed from July 1% to 7% July, just
before the onset of monsoon. She also reiterated the importance growing and
conserving trees. She told the students that they should learn to plant trees and
nurture just like a mother takes care of her infant child. Our members
Mr.P.Nallaperumal, Mr.G.Nagendran, Mr.Abraham Lincoln, Mr.Pasumai Shahul,
Mrs.Nageswari Janarthanan, Mrs.Latha Ramasamy, Mrs.Shyamla Padmesh,
Mrs.Rekha participated.

Students enacted a skit to explain the importance of various trees.

Our member and Co-ordinator of Green Corps, Kanyakumari Mr.Joe
Prakash, spoke on how trees play an important role in the economy of a country
and also have observing Van Mahotsav over the years has helped in tree planting.

Ms.Nina Joseph, Green Fellow, Kanyakumari District spoke about the
importance of tree planting and also about restricting plastic usage to protect our
Mother Earth.




Ringeltoube School, Mylaudy
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Visit to one of the oldest schools and churches in South Travancore

On 03.07.2024 we the members of INTACH, Nagercoil Chapter visited
one of the oldest churches in South India, at Mylaudy which was built in 1809 by
a European missionary Rev.Ringaltoube at the land donated by a rich and
influential man in Mylaudy, Maharasan, who later known as Vedhamonikam after
he converted to Christianity.

We also visited one of the oldest schools at Mylaudy which was built in
1816 as a small English Medium school. We visited the museum which has the
photographs and paintings and illustrations of those who were responsible to
build the church and the school, Rev.Ringletoube and Vedhamanikam and the
tools and equipment used those days for agriculture. In 1818, Rev.Mead another
Missionary who came to Mylaudy after the demise of Rev.Ringletoube, built a



huge barn which could hold 1500 tons of paddy procured from the nearby villages
by the farmers.

HERITAGE TRIP ON 27.7.2024

1. Visit to Two Pottery Villages in Kanyakumari District

on 27.7.2024

INTACH, Nagercoil Chapter members under the leadership of the
Convenor, Mrs.Anitha Natarajan, visited two pottery villages -one at
Chungankadai and another at Thalakulam. The members who
participated are = Mr.Chenthee Natarajan, Mr.Abraham Lincoln,
Mr.Premdhas, Mr.Pasumai  Shahul, Mrs. Jeyanthi Neela
Sivalingaswamy, Mrs.Nageswari Janarthanan, Mrs.Latha Ramaswamy,
Mrs.Neela Bai in the heritage tour.

Pottery village at Chungankadai is an iconic Pottery hub in
Kanyakumari District with workmanship passed on from generations.
Preserving traditional heritage Pottery workmanship is crucial for
maintaining cultural diversity and local artisans.

Even though there is a surge in Pottery usage due to awareness of
health benefits, the artisans face the problem of procuring the mud and
clay, the raw materials, for Pottery due to various reasons

We had visited the District Collector of Kanyakumari District,
Mrs. Azhagu Meena, and requested her to look into their grievances.
She assured us.

Pottery village at Thalakulam is working more in a scientific
manner and we had the privilege to see the work place which is more
empowered, catering to the modernity. They are even producing micro
wave resistant utensils made of clay.
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2. Lesser Known Rock Inscriptions of 1000 years old
belonging to Raja Raja Chola era and another during
Kulasekara Perumal Ravi Varma at Periyakulam,
Cheramanagalam, Thalakulam

Members of INTACH Nagercoil Chapter under the leadership of
Convenor Anitha S.Natarajan visited Cheramangalam, where a 1000
years old rock inscription belonged to the reign of Raja Raja Chozha
was found on the banks of the Cheramangalam Periakulam ( meaning
a large and big pond in Tamil ) a village pond. .

The rock scripts belonging to 13" century (1210 AD) & 16™
century (1597) were rediscovered in a rock called Ezhuthittan parai
near Periakulam in Cheramangalam. The 13™ century rock inscription
was written during the rule of Raja Raja Chozhan. The script is in the
ancient Tamil called as ‘Vattazhuthu’(sul QL (p&a&1), an ancient Tamil
script that originated in the 6™ century CE and used until the 14"
century CE. It is also known as round writing due to its distinctive
circular shapes. Vatteluzhu had emerged from the Brahmi script (3™



Century BCE) .It has circular and curved lines with no distinction
between upper case and lower case letters.

The inscription says about the responsibilities of those who have
to protect the bund of the Periakulam tank and the fine imposed on them
if they failed to do the job. This indicates the rule of Chola King in this
area and his concern towards agriculture. Further the rock script
confirms the heritage value of the Periakulam tank which is more than
1000 years old. Our Senior member Mr.Chenthee Natarajan, an
Epigraphist transcribed the script which dated back 1000 years. Sadly,
the rock inscription is at the verge of destruction due to negligence.
The script says that how the pond was constructed and the purpose.




The other Rock script was written in the year 1597 , April 14®
during the reign of the king Kulasekara Perumal Ravivarma. He was a
famous Chera King. The Rock script is somewhat close to the present
Tamil script. This Rock script urges the locals to protect the
Vaishanavite temple nearly. The Chank mark indicating Vaishuvism
was followed there at that era .

INTACH has urged the District Administration to protect this site.
We met the District Collector ShrimathiAzhagu Meena on 8" of August
, 2024 and requested her to take actions to preserve and conserve the
heritage monument. This rock inscription is a valuable historical
artefact that provide insight into Raja Raja Chozhan’s era which
permeated _even  to  this southernmost part of India.
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3. Ancient Tamil inscription at Azhagar Perumal Temple,
Thalakulam

On 27.7.2024 we visited the 14" century old Vaishnavat temple at
Thalakulam Azhagar Perumal Thirukoil. At the Southern wall, there we
found stone inscription in ancient Tamil script. Our member
Mr.Chenthee Natarajan, Epigraphist read the script. It says the details
of renovation of the old structure by Kandaperumal Veera Kerala
Palavaratharyar.
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4. Velu Thambi Dhalavai Memorial House

We visited Velu Thambi Dhalavai Memorial house which is also
known as Valia Veedu (Big house) at Thalakulam. Velu Thambi was
born in AD 1765 in a respective family in Thalakulam in the taluk of
Kalkulam in Nanjilnadu. He had been ordered by the despotic Ministry
of Bala Rama Varma to collect and pay a sum of Rs.3,000/ as taxes. But
Velu Thambi resented it. Probably he would have felt that the taxes
were unjust, and so he dodged payment by asking three days’ time to
make the payment which was granted. Meanwhile, he aroused the
people and brought about an insurgence against the despotic rule. Being
an eloquent speaker, it was quite easy for him to solidate the mass. On
the third day, Velu Thambi besieged the fort of Trivandrum with a group
of armed men. The ruler Balarama Varma was alarmed at this and
offered to negotiate peace settlement with Velu Thambi, who demanded
the immediate dismissal and punishment of the ministry headed by
Jayanthan Sankaran Namburi and the abolition of unjust taxes. He
conceding to the demands, and dismissed the ministry and banished
them. As a follow up, Velu Thambi and his associates were appointed
to key posts. Chenpaka Raman Pillai became the Valia



Sarvathikaryakkar (Dalawa) and Velu Thambi the Mulakumatisilla
Sarvathikaryakkar (Commerce Minister) In AD 1801 Chenbaka Raman
Pillai died and his functions were assigned to Velu Thambi by the king
with approval of the then British Resident at the court of Travancore,
Colonel Macaulay.

A battle, therefore, caused between the Travancore Army and the
British troops, but the British troops were too formidable for the
Travancore Army and hence the Travancore Army met with defeat at
Quilon in 1809. The victorious British troops marched into Nanjilnadu
and destroyed the forts at Padmanabhapuram and Udhayagiri.

The Velu Thambi episode in the Travancore Government
culminated in the payment of a heavy compensation to the English
towards loses sustained by them in the scuffle against Velu Thambi. He
was later assassinated . Later his family members constructed the
present structure in memory of Velu Thambi Dhalavai.
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Seminar on Diversity and Economic Importance of
Bryophytes on 10.9.2024

INTACH Nagercoil Chapter conducted a seminar on ‘Diversity

and Economic Importance of Bryophyte’ , ‘15" World Bamboo Day’
and also celebrated ‘Teachers’ Day’ at Hotel Pioneer Grand Palace on
10-09-2024. The keynote speaker was Dr.A.E.Dulips Daniels, Vice

Principal and Head, Department of Botany and Research Centre, Scott



Christian College, Automonus, Nagercoil. Dr.Daniels spoke on the
lesser renown plant bryophyte and 15" world Bamboo Day.

‘DIVERSITY AND ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF
BRYOPHYTE’

Bryophyte is one of the lesser known plant varieties which embody a
vast economic importance and ecological significance which we tend
to ignore or taken for granted.

INTACH , Nagercoil Chapter had the opportunity to conduct a seminar
on the Diversity and Importance of Bryophte with Dr. A. L. Dulip
Daniels as the Chief Guest .

LUNULRI SP MARCHANTIA SP
Columella Stomata

1. Maintain soil moisture
2. They are the good indicators of atmospheric and soil pollution.
3. And a good source of humus

15" WORLD BAMBOO DAY CELEBRATION

For the past 15 years ‘World Bamboo Day ‘is being celebrated on 18™
of September every year. To commemorate the World Bamboo Day,

INTACH, Nagercoil Chapter conducted a seminar on the ‘Importance



of Bamboo’ and distributed “bamboo seeds” and distributed literature
to explain the methods of growing bamboo saplings . Bamboo has
diverse usage both economical as well as a mean to conserve nature
and maintain the ecosystem in balance.

INTACH , NAGERCOIL CHAPTER DISTRIBUTED BAMBOO
SEEDS TO THE MEMBERS WHO ATTENDED THE
MEETING TO PROMOTE GROWING BAMBOO PLANTS.

Bamboo Seeds

15" World Bamboo Day was celebrated all over the globe to stress

upon the importance of growing bamboo trees. Scientists and

Teachers Day Celebration

We celebrated Teachers Day on 10.09.2024 along with the World Bamboo
Day Celebration and Seminar on the Diversity and Economic Importance of
Bryophyte , we conducted Teachers Day Celebration. .The Chapter is proud to
have 24 teachers (both past present). The teachers who attended the meeting
shared interesting anecdotes during their career in teaching. We honored them



with gifts. The teachers who shared their experiences were Mr.Chenthee
Natarajan,  Mr.Abraham Lincoln, Mr.Joe Prakash, Mr.Ponneela Sarathy,
Mr.Premdhas and Mrs.Sudhamathy.

PALMYRA FOREST

Palmyrah (Borassus flabellifer) is the state tree of Tamil Nadu. Palmyra
trees had been an integral part of Tamil life, the leaves being used for manuscripts

in ancient days , to the split trunk being used as roof joists.
Movement to Conserve and Revive the State Tree

The palm manuscripts from ancient times added timeless treasures of
classical epics like ‘Silapathikaram’ and ‘Manimehalai’ and “Thirukural’ to the
rich cultural heritage of Tamil Nadu . It is the part of Tamil legacy. There were

references to palmyra trees in ancient Tamil Literature.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Mr. M. K. Stalin has initiated a movement to

plant One Crore Palmyra Seeds. INTACH , Nagercoil Chapter was invited to join

the Movement by the Kanyakumari Agri and Horticulture Department along with
the Palm Seed Planting Mission . Convenor Anitha Natarajan attended the

meeting at the District Collector’s office on 20-09-2024.

1000 Palmyra Seed Planting by INTACH, Nagercoil Chapter on 29" October
2024 at Scott Christian College Campus , to create Palmyra Forest



Convenor Anitha S. Natarajan organised and conducted a massive Palmyra Seed

Planting drive at Scott Christian College on 29" of October,2024.

Empowering a greener future, INTACH Nagercoil Chapter successfully
organized the 'Planting 1000 Palmyra Seeds' program at Scott Christian College,
aligning with INTACH's mission to protect heritage. As the Convenor of this
prestigious organisation Anitha Natarajan had organised this successful program.
Nagercoil Corporation Mayor Thiru R. Mahesh inaugurated the program by
planting the first seed . Mayor R. Mahesh in his speech , to motivate the students
said that Palmyra Trees had great economic importance because years back it
was the livelihood of a particular community and now that community has
developed a lot both socially and economically and he stands before them much
empowered as the proud Mayor belonging to that community”. Our valuable
guest Mrs. Sheela John, Deputy Director, Department of Horticulture and
Plantation Crops released the pamphlets and spoke about the importance of
planting Palmyra seeds. Ms. Nina Joseph, Green Fellow of Kanyakumari District
spoke on the importance of mitigating climate change by planting trees like

palmyra. Lion FM Selvaraj helped to procure seeds.

Our member Mr. Joe Prakash, District Coordinator, National Green Corps
prepared the pamphlets and coordinated this event.

Our members Mr. P.Nallaperumal, Mr. S.Prem Dhas , Mr. Pasumai Sahul,
Dr. N.Vijayakumar, Mr. Abraham Lincoln , Mr. Siluvai Vasthian, Mrs. Latha
Ramaswamy, Mrs. Shyamala Padmesh, Mrs. Jeyanthi Neela Sivalingaswamy,
Mrs.N.NeelaBai (Rekha) contributed for the success of this program by their
tireless efforts which brought this ambitious project to life.

Dr. Henry Raja, Principal of Scott Christian College, Dr.Jeeva, Department
of Botany, Vice Principal Dr. Dulip Daniels extended their support to conduct

this program at the campus of Scott Christian College.



Mr.Anbaiyan (writer of a book ‘Panaiyodu Uravadu’) staff and students-
participated. Without their support it would not be possible.

To quote Nelson Henderson, “ The true meaning of life is to plant trees,
under whose shade you do not expect to sit".

Let’s do our best to make this planet a better place for our children.
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Palmyra tree planting on 29.10.2024



Seminar on Conserving the Marine Biodiversity of Kanyakumari
A call to Action & 25" Silver Jubliee VVadasery Ulavar Market

Seminar on ‘Marine Biodiversity of Kanyakumari’ was held on
14™ of November at 5.30 pm at Hotel Pioneer Grand Palace. Dr.Jeni
Padua, Dean, Holy Cross College was the keynote speaker. She
presented a very informative power point on Marine life and how
polluting the sea, oceans impact the growth or populate of the marine
life.

Highlights of her presentation-
Say no to plastic waste.

Stop polluting our water bodies

Protect our oceans for future generation.
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Uzhavar Sandhai, Vadasery, Kanyakumari District — 25" Silver

Jubilee day

Uzhavar Sandhai is a program of Government of Tamil Nadu that
connects farmers directly with consumers, without the involvement of
middlemen. The program was introduced in 1999 by the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam. The first Uzhavar Sandhai was inaugurated in
Madurai on 14™ November 19999. The objective of the scheme was to
promote direct contact between farmers and consumers, through which
the farmer can get full profit without middlemen or brokers.
Mr.R.Ponnambalam, Managing Trustee, CREATE Trust &
Member of Intach Nagercoil Chapter who was the Guest of Honour
. spoke on how he was instrumental in bringing up this innovative
scheme when he worked in the Government of Tamilnadu Department
of Agriculture. He was inspired by the farmers who brought their
harvest to the churches during his visit to Germany .The process took

years to bring about the scheme but finally it was initiated by the then



Chief minister Dr. Kalainar Karunanidhi in 1999. On 28™ of December
, 2024 , we commemorated its Silver Jubilee at our Chapter because of
its economical benefits to the farmers by procuring the farm products

directly from the farmers to the consumers.
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HERITAGE TOUR - 14.12.2024

Intach, Nagercoil Chapter organised a heritage trip to the

following places on 14" of December , 2024 . 1.Swamithope Ayya
Vaikunder Thalamaipathy Temple & visit to Anbuvanam

(forest of love ) and also to the Museum, 2. Parakkai



Perunchadayar Mahadevar Temple, 3. Parakkai

Madhusoothana Perumal Temple

1.Swamithope Ayya Vaikunder Thalamaipathy
Temple & visit to Anbuvanam (forest of love ) and

also to the Museum.

INTACH Nagercoil Chapter had the privilege to visit the
Thalamaipathy of Ayya Vaikundar and meet Sri
Balaprajathipathy who is the head of the Religious
Organization and enjoyed the hospitality. We were allowed to
visit the ;Anbuvanam’ and the Museum which are not allowed
to the general public. The museum has a collection of
traditional antique articles which were used by the people of
Kanyakumari District and in tune with the tradition and custom

of the people of Kanyakumari.
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2. Parakkai Perunchadayar Mahadevar Temple
INTACH , Nagercoil Chapter visited the Ancient Shiva

Temple at Parakkai Perunchadayar Mahadevar Temple. This
10™ century old temple is situated at Parakkai Akarai. It was
built by the old Pandiya king in Pandiya architectural style of
construction. It is believed that “Pambatti Siddar” lived here for
some time and there is a statue of him. It was built by the
Pandiya King Sadayan Maran. It was built in the architectural
style of old Pandhya dynasty. It was renovated by Sri

Vallaman. Right under the entrance there is a stone inscription



with ‘Vatteluthu. Convenor and members of INTACH
Nagercoil Chapter had visited the temple on 14.12.2024 and
our member Mr.Chenthee Natarajan explained about the
nuances to understand the architectural style —according to him
every 100 years it changes which would be indicated by a

certain detail in sculptures.
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3. Parakkai Madhusoothana Perumal Temple

INTACH Nagercoil Chapter members visited
Parakkai Madhusoothana Perumal Temple as part of the
Heritage Tour organised on 14.12.2024 by the Convenor
Anitha Natarajan. This temple was built in the 8" century AD.
This temple is situated on the west bank of Kandan Kulam.
Maha Vishnu is worshipped as Mathusoothana Perumal.
Madhu meaning Asura and Soodhanan meaning annihilated,

Vishnu who killed asura.



Parakkai Mathusoothana Perumal koil



On the western corner of the temple there is a statue of a
Garudan (Eagle or Kite) .The name ‘Parakki’ derived from this
incident meaning ‘“‘Paravaikku Arasar” meaning King of the
birds.The temple is filled with architectural marvel. There are
hundreds of sculptures from Krishna Leela to Kalki Avatar.

Members of INTACH Nagercoil Chapter were
enlightened with many valuable information on various topics-
the time of construction of the temple, style, stones connected

with each by are member Sri Chenthee Natarajan.
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Publications of INTACH (Nagercoil Chapter)

1. Heritage of Kanyakumari District with a few court orders on Public Interest Litigations
(pages 1-298 — appendix PP 1 to 177)

2. Impact of Sea Level Rise on the Coastal Heritage Building of South Tamilnadu-
Author — Dr.R.S.Lal Mohan, Convenor INTACH ( Nagercoil Chapter) - Pages (1-
135) 2015, Price Rs.150/-

3. 100 Sacred groves & 14 Heritage Trees of Kanyakumari District - — Dr.R.S.Lal
Mohan, Convenor, INTACH( Nagercoil Chapter )- 2013 Pages (1-137) Price —
Rs.125/-

4. Temple Tanks of Kanyakumari District and their present status — — Dr.R.S.Lal Mohan,
Convenor, INTACH,( Nagercoil Chapter) — Pages (1-79) Price Rs.100/- in English



5. 100 Heritage Trees of Kanyakumari District - Author — Dr.R.S.Lal Mohan Convenor.
INTACH ( Nagercoil Chapter)— 97 pages, Price Rs.100/-

6. NEWS Letters of INTACH (Nagercoil Chapter)
Volume I No.1 Jan 2009; Vol | No.2 June 2009
Volume 11 No.1 Jan 2011; Vol Il No.2 June 2011
Volume 111 No.1 Jan 2012; Vol 111 No.2 July 2012
Volume V No.1 Jan 2013; Vol V No.2 July 2013
Volume VI No.1 Jan 2014; Vol VI No.2 July 2014
Volume VII No.1 Jan 2015; Vol VII No.2 July 2015
Volume VIII No.1 Jan 2016; Vol VIII No.2 July 2016
Volume IX No.1 Jan 2017; Vol 1X No.2 July 2017
Volume X No.1 Jan 2018; Vol X No.2 July 2018
Volume XI No.1 Jan 2019 : Vol XI No.2 July 2019
Volume XI1 No.1 Jan 2021 Vol XII No.2 July 2021
Volume XI11 No.1 Jan 2022 Vol X111 No.2 July 2022
Volume XIV No.1 Jan 2023 Vol XIV No.2 July 2023
Volume XV No.1 Jan 2024 Vol XV No.2 July 2024

Convenor : Mrs.Anitha Sabine Natarajan, M.A., Co-Convenor : Dr.Sunil Richardson,
515, Pioneer Subramonian Illam,
M.S.Road, Richardson’s Face Hospital,
Vetturnimadam, Nagercoil 629003. No.61, Trivandrum highway,
Cell : 9894037095 Chungankadai, Nagercoil--629003
Email : shabineenataraj@gmail.com Cell : 9944428056
Email : sunilrichardson145@gmail.com
Mr. M. Benny
Prof.Jasmine Aasir Dr. S. P. Udayakumar
Mr.Abraham Lincoln

Tariff for Membership  Rs.5000

Life Institution Rs.5000

Associate life for 5 years Rs.1200 (Rs.200 each year)

Students membership Rs.25/-
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